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exclude ? How are these laws to "be defined ?
Are they nothing more fofv" a mere apposition
of phenomena by thousands, -without referring
them to any material objects, to which they
belong? How then can they need discover-
ing, or explain anything when cliscovoiodi1
Aie they like the outer bonds, which bind
together many ours of corn m one shoaf, or
like some common stem, of which the separata
phenomena are branches? Axe Uioy entities
or nonentities ? Subjective modoa of thought,
in viewing the foots, or objective realities ia
the facts themselves? In answering thoso
questions, the disciples of Positivism aro soroly
perplexed, and thoir oscillations are extreme.
The author of the " History of Civilization/'
withm a few pages, in the to\t and tho foot-
notes, propounds views diametrically opposed.
In one place he reminds his readers that tlioso
laws are purely montal conceptions, convenient
groupings of the phenomena, and havo no
reality or meaning beyond tho facts themselves.
Ia tho other, soon after, from tho recorded
number of London suicides forfivo or six yearn,
he infers a law of self-destruction so omnipo-
tent, that no amount of education, and np
spread of religious faith, can hinder a fixed
percentage of mankind from putting themsolvou